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The number of ministers coming from the
independent  and  tax-supported institutions,
like Yale and Harvard and the State universi
tesc s relatively small, runging from 4 to ¢
or T oper ecent. It is shown, however, that
while this is a comparatively untilled tield, it
15 Very fertile feld and encouraging harvests
are being reaped by chureh workers in the
university centers who are constantly inereas
e number and prestige. Indeed the mag-
mitude of the potential supply here becomes
wmore apparent when 1t is known that half of
the children of the churches who are now in
college are in institutions of this character.

A small residuum of men go into the min-
istry from the elementary and high sehools—-
small in average that is, for in some denom-
inations the number is amazingly large and
presents a very perplexing phase to a complex
problem.

It is of course true that these various types
of schools are not the nltimate sources of sup.
ply. Indeed it has been pointed out that even
the Christian college is but the channel
through which ministerial students pass by a
process of natural selection from the real
sources of supply to the pulpits. The real
sources of supply are the churches and homes,
and evidence is accumulating to show that the
high schools, while in no sense training schools
for the ministry are, because they are filled
with adolescents, the strategic centers for ap-
peals in behalf of life stewardship. Most of
the ministers come from the churches in the
country and the homes on the farms, while
the second largest proportion comes from the
homes of the ministers themselves.

Other phases of the general problem upon
which the survey gives valuable statisties have
to do with the economic status of the minis.
ter. The churches are beginning squarely to
face the problem of a more adequate support
of the ministry. Ambitious young men should
not be asked to enter a profession which of-
fers inadequate financial inducements and
which leads inevitably to an old age of actual
want. For the first time a full report is made
of the loan fund regulations of the various de-
nominations and the provisions of the churches
for old age benefits are also set forth with some
detail.

It has already been suggested that there
are compensations in the fact that many of
our best ministers have gone to war. Indeed,
there are not a few who consider the expe-
riences in the training stations and at the
front as likely to be of more value to the min
isters than a seminary course, Certainly the
camps and the armies will be rich fields for
recruiting. If each minister who goes among
the boys called to the colors brings back a
dozen or twenty reernits to the ministry a
valugble contribution will be made to the sup-
ply. It is inevitable, furthermore, that there
will be a new church after the war, with new
problems and new methods and spirit. There
is not much denominationalism among the sol.
diers and sailors. There are many new forces
at work in the direction of some form of
church unity. If it comes to pass soon that a
small town with seven churches and as many
poorly paid and inadequately equipped pas-
tors so organizes its work that two well-trained
men will become the recognized spiritual lead-
ers of the community, the loss in quantity will
represent a great gain in quality and a for-
ward step in the upbuilding of the kingdom.
Instances will readily oceur to the reader of
actual transformations of this kind and of
great city churches presided over by clergy-
men of statesmenlike powers who, directly and
through the organizations they have set up,
are accomplishing more and in a better way

than many less competent men under the old
sVstem.

At the same time it must be insisted
that there is need for definite and concerted
cifort among the churches in behalf of minis.
terial supply.  There must be more men and
there must be better trained men. It argues
rothing against the plea for additional enlist-
ment that the training given the new reeruits
may be unlike in some respeets that formerly
given. In several denominations the supply is
alarmingly small.  In some of the the denom-
imations the standards are so low that the
numbers become an embarrassment, 1f you
do not know what the actual conditions are
- your Church you would do well to get the
survey and the supplementary study devoted
to special denominational conditions. In all
denominations there is urgent need for alert-
ness and for rapid preparation for the new
conditions. To meet these new demands the
Chureh will need her best men and she will
necd them in large numbers—in larger num-
bers than she is likely to get them unless there
is some conscious and persistent effort at en-
listment.

Realizing this eritical situation, the Execu-
tive Committee of the Council of Church
Boards of Education has entered upon a pro-
gram of edueation which is to culminate in a
nation-wide campaign for ministerial enlist-
ment and preparation.

The authorities of colleges co-operating in
the program of the Northfield Conference are
being asked to capitalize the study which stu-
dents are making by having the urgent need
for ministerial enlistment presented in the most
effective way possible before the end of the
present academic year. The members of the
International Sunday School Lesson Commit-
tee are being memoralized with an urgent re-
quest to incorporate into the next series of
lessons at least one lesson on the call to the
ministry. Steps are being taken to multiply
the number and increase the value of the vo-
cational institutes in State institutions so that
this rich field may be more adequately cov-
ered. The work has begun of formulating,
with a view of putting into operation as soon
as possible a nation-wide appeal for ministe-
rial enlistment which shall inelude as phases
of it the plans now being used by the several
denominations and by the Christian associa-
tions, and shall develop as fully as possible
the now untouched field represented by the
carnest and able young men now engaged in
naval and military preparation and service.

No, the Christian ministry is not doomed.
It is passing through a somewhat startling
stage of transition and it is facing an oppor
tunity such as the history of the Church has
no parallel to.

BAPTIZED NON-COMMUNICANTS.

By Rev. E. C. Gordon, D. D.

It is to be hoped that the Presbyteries have
refused to assent to the proposed amendment
to our Form of Government, continuous para-
graph 235, Our brother, the Rev. W. I. Sin-
nott, gave some good reasons for the rejec-
tien of this amendment in the Presbyterian
of the South for April 3, which, doubtless,
had its influence on the decision. At the same
time he uses certain phrases concerning the
liord’s money and baptized non-communicants
which afford a text for a few remarks.

He clearly intimates that the Secriptures
designate the money reported in the Assem-
hly’s Minutes as ‘‘filthy luere.”’ There is no
warrant for any such intimation. The Serip-
tures speak of some money in the use of this
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term; but they nowhere assert or imply that
the Liord’s money, given by the Lord’s stew-
ards for the Lord’s service, is filthy or other-
wise unclean. The only thing that can make
money or other property unclean is the moral
nueleanness of those who acquire and use it.
We might well rejoice if our Assembly needed
fwenty rather than fourteen columns to report
the gifts of the Lord’s people.

Our Brother Sinnott is corveet in the opin-
ion that those with whom the proposed amend-
ment was asked to deal should not be classed
with those ordinarily called baptized non-com-
municants. He aptly calls the former cluss,
those who wilfully and habitually fail to com-
mune and otherwise fail to keep their Chureh
vows, ‘‘religious criminals’’; for they contin.
ually violate the baptismal vow which they
have voluntarily and deliberately confirmed or
assumed for themselves. They belong to the
same genus but not to the same species as
those called baptized non-communicants. These
lust named have not personally confirmed their
baptismal vow, The difference between the
two classes is not that one class is presumably
regenerate and the other presumably unregen-
erate; both classes are presumably regenerate ;
both are under vows which bind and ean bind
only those who presumably, at least, are re-.
generate.

This is our Presbyterian doctrine: ‘‘Bap-
tism is a Sacrament of the New Testament,
whereby Christ hath ordained the washing with
water in the nume of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, to be a sign and
sral of ingrafting into himself, of remission
of sins by his blood, and regeneration by his
Spirvit; of adoption, and resurreetion unto
everlasting life: and whereby the parties bap-
tized are solemnly admitted into the visible
Church, and enter into an open and professed
engagement to be wholly and only the Lord’s.”’
Larger Cat. Q. 165. This does not mean that
all baptized persons are undoubtedly regen-
erated before, or immediately at the time when
the sacrament is administered; but it does
wean, at the very least, if the parents or other
sponsors aet intelligently and honestly in de-
voting the persons baptized to God, that the
presumption is that they are or will be regen-
crated.  God’s covenanted sign and seal is not
tsed to confirm what is not true.

Our’ continuous paragraph 235 needs to be
revised in both paragraphs. As it now stands
it supposes the case of a communicating mem-
ber who confessed to his Session that he has
“un unregenerate heart, and there is no evi-
dence of other offense’; yet it goes on most
illogically to state that he must ‘‘be faithfully
warned of his guilt in disobeying the gospel,
and encouraged to seck the redemption freely
offered in Christ.”” Surely for an intelligent
person, under our baptismal vow, it is a very
flagrant and condemned offense to disobey the
gospel. The only possible excuse is that par-
ents, pastors and teachers have left them ig-
norant of their baptismal vow. This last re-
mark applies especially to what our Form of
Government calls {“Young Christians'’; those
who have not yet come to ‘‘years of discre-
tion”’; who are to be examined as to their
knowledge and piety, and then to be admitted
to full or confirmed communion: an examina-
tion not as to their regeneration, but as to
the outward evidence of its presence: their
ability to discern the Lord’s body at the Lord’s
Supper; their outward lives free from scan-
dal, their general Christian deportment, their
willingness to assume for themselves their bap-
tismal vow.

By all means let us report the number of
our baptized non-communicants. They are
members, sccording to our doetrine, of the



